Dr. Yannick Versley Email: yversley@gmail.com

Bendelstr. 9
52062 Aachen

Date of Birth
Birthplace
Skill sets

Nationality
Languages

Education

1/2025-current

06/2023-12/2024

Tel.: +49-(0)176 538 722 95
https:/ /www.versley.de
https:/ /www.github.com/yv

Yannick Versley
Applied Science Manager, LLMs

General Information

® September 14, 1979

* Hamburg, Germany

¢ Distributed Training and Inference for Large Language Models
I have both hands-on experience and a thorough technical understanding of multi-
GPU training and inference code (Megatron-LM, DeepSpeed) as well as general
issues surrounding LLM training.

¢ Automating Human Workflows
Email /document classification, intelligent retrieval, conversational agents or auto-
matic ML workflows usually exist as parts of larger workflows involving humans
who need to get a job done. Understanding the technicalities of such workflows
and empathy with users are key to solving the problem effectively.

¢ Connecting Product and Scientists
Through understanding of appropriate approaches and effective communication,
I act as a force multiplier for science teams in terms of covering new ground and

managing the invention risk in innovative products.

¢ German
¢ German (native), English (near-native), French (C2), Italian (B1)

* Dr. phil. Computational Linguistics
(Univ. Tiibingen, 2010: Magna Cum Laude)
Univ.-Dipl. Computer Science
(Univ. Hamburg, 2004: Sehr Gut)

Work Experience

e eBay CoreAl, Aachen

Senior Tech Lead Manager

Pretraining and Domain Adaptation for LLMs (Team Lead)
o Amazon AGI, Aachen

Senior Applied Scientist

Long Context for LLMs

09/2020-05/2023 e Amazon Alexa, Aachen

Senior Applied Scientist
Data Augmentation for NLP; Model Building Automation

05/2019-08/2020  * OttoGroup data.works GmbH, Hamburg

Senior Data Scientist
Instituted production workflows for continuous improvement for three chat-
bots: evaluation of model architectures, hybrid engine, data augmentation



11/2017-04/2019

9/2017-10/2017

1/2017-8/2017

4/2016-6/2016

4/2015-3/2016

10/2013-3/2016

7/2009-9/2013
1/2009-6/2009
2/2005-12/2008

Work Experience (continued)

e IBM Deutschland, Hamburg
Senior Cognitive Expert
Designed and prototyped systems for NLU-based email automation and in-
telligent search using IBM Watson products and custom machine learning
solutions

¢ Freelance Work
PRIME Research, Mainz / Topic Monitoring

* LangTec, Hamburg
Senior Computational Linguist / Team Lead Automated Content

Consulting, Conception, Implementation of complex development
and data science projects, in particular text and data mining

¢ Linkedin EMEA, Dublin
Staff Applied Scientist for Natural Language Processing
¢ University of Heidelberg, Leibniz ScienceCampus Empirical
Linguistics and Computational Language Modeling
Research Group Leader
¢ University of Heidelberg, Institute for Computational Linguistics
Visiting professor (“Professurvertretung”)
e Univ. Tiibingen, Collaborative Research Center 833 (postdoc)
e University of Trento, Center for Mind /Brain Sciences (CiMeC)
e Univ. Tibingen, Collaborative Research Center 441 (PhD
cand.)

Selected Publications

* Rosenbaum, A., Soltan, S., Hamza, W., Versley, Y., and Boese, M. (2022). LIN-
GUIST: Language model instruction tuning to generate annotated utterances for
intent classification and slot tagging. COLING 2022.

e Abdalghani Abujabal, Claudio delli Bovi, Sungho Ryu, Turan Gojayev, Yannick
Versley, Fabian Triefenbach (2021): Continuous Model Improvement for Lan-
guage Understanding with Machine Translation Proceedings of NAACL HLT 2021:
IndustryTrack Papers

* Massimo Poesio, Roland Stuckardt und Yannick Versley (eds., 2016): Anaphora
Resolution: Algorithms, Resources, and Applications. Berlin/Heidelberg: Springer
(Co-)author of five chapters

® Michael Haas und Yannick Versley (2015): Subsentential Sentiment on a
Shoestring: A Crosslingual Analysis of Compositional Classification. 2015 Conf.
North American Chapter Assoc. for Comp. Linguistics (NAACL HLT 2015).

* Yannick Versley, Alessandro Moschitti, Massimo Poesio und Xiaofeng Yang
(2008): Coreference Systems based on Kernel Methods. Proceedings of the 22nd
International Conference on Computational Linguistics (COLING 2008)

¢ See all publications at
https://www.semanticscholar.org/author/Yannick-Versley/2232237



